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Introduction

In many aspects this book builds
upon my work with Kiril Geor-
giev The Modern English vol.
2. Tt is based on the same active
positional treatment of the cen-
tre with ¢4 and e3. However, the
move order with 1.2f3 aims to cut
off the main answer to 1.c4 — 1...
eb, which was the basic complaint
of our readers about the English.
Of course, there is always a trade-
off. 1.23f3 d5 2.c4 allows 2...d4.
Although only 7% answer 1.2f3
d5 2.c4 by 2...d4 and even less
- 1.%f3 d5 2.e3!? by 2...cb 3.c4
d4, we should be prepared for all
eventualities.

Some players simply ignore the
problem of ceding space and play
the Reversed Benoni with 1.2.f3
d5 2.c4 d4 3.g3. T adhere to those
who think that we should fight for
every inch of the board, so I con-
sider in this book several more
principled solutions.

Part 1 deals with the consequen-
ces of 1.2f3 d5 2.e3.
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In the previous century such de-
velopment was scornfully classi-
fied as “irregular opening”. Now-
adays it is one of the most topical
line, and many call it “the Keymer
System” after the 19-year-old Ger-
man prodigy. To be fair, Carlsen,
Ding Liren, Nakamura, Mame-
dyarov and many other GMs also
embrace it more or less regularly.
The logic behind 2.e3 is simple
— we prevent ...d4 and want to
transpose to the English with c¢2-
c4 next. So Black’s most princi-
pled answer should be 2...c5 tore-
vive the ...d4 idea. Then we face a
choice:

Part 3 2...c5 3.b3 is for those who
do not like gambits and seek clear
strategic play.
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This move order transposes to the
Nimzo-Larsen System. The b3-fi-
anchetto is no good if Black did
not play ...c5 because Black can
lead out his ¢8-bishop, but in our
case it offers White chances to
gain the initiative — 3...2f6 4.2b2
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We only should opt for central
plans instead of one-sided attack
with f4, 23, which should not suc-
ceed against good defence.

Thus we meets 4...e6 by b5.c4
(Chapter 8) and 4...2.¢6 by 5.2b5,
followed by d2-d4 (but not d2-
d3!) — Chapter 9.

I allocated in this part the specific
move order 2.e3 2:f6 3.c4 e6 4.b3
(Chapter 10).
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Formally it belongs to Part 1, but
the early b3 corresponds with the
ideas of the Nimzo-Larsen Sys-

6

tem. If you wonder why I sug-
gest 4.b3 instead of 4.%.¢3, the an-
swer is that T would not like to play
the QGA with %1c3 as happens af-
ter 4.%2¢3 dxc4!. My proposition
against 2.e3 %16 3.c4 dxc4 4.2xc4
€6 5.0-0 c5is 6.d4 a6 7.Zel!?
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A very hot system, and again our
hero Keymer is involved! It is im-
portant that our knight is still on
bi. That allows us to attack ...b7-
b5 with a?-a4 without having to
lose a tempo after ...b5-b4. See
Chapter 6.

The other option on move 3
is 3.c4 — Part 1. T analyse in detail
the Reversed Blumenfeld - 3...d4
4.b4! dxe3 5.fxe3 cxb4 6.d4 Z.f6.

EALWse X
41 i;il

AAK
A&

A e i

EOSWES =

We should get best practical re-
sults if we vary our weapons, so I
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cover two different approaches —
7.2d3 (which should bemet by 7...
g6!) in Chapter 1 and 7.a3 (which
requires 7...e6!) in Chapter 2.

Next I deal with 3.c4 e6 4.cxdb
exd5 5.d4 46 (5...%40c6 6.2b5)
6.2b5+!? — Chapter 3.
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Chapter 5 and 6 cover the Anti-
Meran and the Chebanenko. They
are common for any move order
we use to start the game.

I also added a third approach,

which opens the door towards the
main lines of the QGD and the Slav
—1.6f3 d5 2.c4 d4 3.b4 (Part 2).
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It does allow the challenging 3...f6
4.e3 e5 or 3...2g4, but this is the
only option if we prefer schemes
without e2-e3, as 2...e6 3.d4 2.f6
4.%¢3 and 2...c6 3.d4 £1f6 4.%.c3.
A full repertoire based on the
above systemsis proposed by Kiril
Georgievin the two-volume Chess
Stars publication Attacking I...d5,
printed in 2021-2022.

To sum up, the book explores three different treatments of 1.2:f3 db.
The choice should be based on your preferred way of meeting the Slav,
the Queen’s Gambit Declined and the QGA. By all means, the more va-
riable your repertoire is, the harder your opponent’s task will be during

his home preparation.

Semko Semkov
January 2024
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Chapter 1. 1.2f3 d5 2.e3
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2...c5(2...2g4 10;2...26 10) 3.c4 d4 4.b4 114...dxe3 5.fxe3 cxb4 6.d4
7f6 7.2d3 I3

Chapter 2. 2.e3 ¢5 3.c4 d4 4.b4 dxe3 5.fxe3 cxb4 6.d4 &f6 7.a3
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7...e6 27
7..bxa3 30

Chapter 3. 1.21f3 d5 2.e3 ¢5 3.c4 e6
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5..2d6 41(5...2bd7 6.¥¢2 £d6 41; 6...a6 7.d4 £d6 51) 6.£2b2 0-0 (6...
£bd7 7.Wc2 0-0 8.Egl 42)7.2e2 (7.h3 43) 7...50bd7 (7...Ee8 8.d4 49;
7..b6 8.d4 56;7...e5 44) 8.Wc2 b6 47
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8...a6 51
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3...2f6 (3...2g4 169; 3...a6 169; 3...f6 170) 4.2b2 €6 5.c4 Z1c6 6.cxd5
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exd5 7.2e2 £d6 8.d4 0-0 176

Chapter 9. 1.22f3 d5 2.e3 ¢5 3.b3 2¢6 4.2b2

4..2g4 190
4..5f6 192
4...a6 200

8...cxd4 180
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Chapter 10. 1.2f3 d5 2.e3 26 3.c4 e6

3...26 209 4.b3 £e7 (4...dxc4 210;4...2d6 210) 5.2b2 0-0 6.%:¢3 (6.d4

212) 6..b6 215
6...dxc4 219
6...ch 221
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