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KEY TO SYMBOLS

= Equality or equal chances
 White has a slight advantage
 Black has a slight advantage
 White is better
 Black is better
+- White has a decisive advantage
-+ Black has a decisive advantage
 unclear
 with compensation
 with counterplay
 with initiative
 with an attack
 with the idea
 only move

N novelty
! a good move
!! an excellent move
? a weak move
?? a blunder
!? an interesing move
?! a dubious move
+ check
# mate
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EDITORIAL PREFACE

As a professional chess player, I know exactly how important it is to perform 
well in tactical calculations. We face them so oft en, that aft er playing a great 
game, we can simply blunder something and throw away a safe point, causing 
ourselves sleepless nights! 

In almost 15 years of active chess career I have solved thousands of puzzles, 
like most of my GM colleagues — it is a clear must for a professional player to 
stay in a sharp shape. 

Many puzzle books are based on artifi cial positions or selected only for their 
beauties. Th e concept of my book is diff erent. Th e highest priority is to use “the 
practical aspect of the puzzles” and take the level of calculation to a com-
pletely new dimension. 

All the puzzles have been selected from recent games, trying to put the reader 
in the shoes of “the player”.

Th e strength of the diff erent sections also might give you the right evaluation 
of your current tactical skills and will develop them further. 

I tried to mix three things in my book:
1. have a lot of fun by solving the puzzles,
2. discover many new tactical ideas, 
3. and of course the direct practical use in the future games.

A very important moment to keep in mind — all the practical motifs from 
the book can defi nitely be used in your future games! 

Enjoy!
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INTRODUCTION

Useful information for the dear readers

Th e book contains 365 puzzles of diff erent level and a huge range of tactical 
ideas. All the puzzles have been collected from practical games of the fi rst four 
months of the year 2012, from events like Wijk ann Zee, Gibraltar, Aerofl ot 
Open, the European Individual Championship, etc

Th e book consists of fi ve chapters

1. Easy (109 Puzzles) 
2. Medium (122 Puzzles)
3. Hard (74 Puzzles)
4. Tests (50 Puzzles) 
5. Top 10 (10 Puzzles) 

 All in all 365 puzzles. 

In the “easy”, “medium” and “hard” sections, the puzzles are sorted accord-
ing to the date of the current game. Th e “Top 10” is based on the level of 
beautiness of the puzzles. 

I advice you to fi nish the fi rst three chapters of the book. Before going to the 
“Tests” section.

Th e “easy” section is a good warm-up, but even here you might fi nd some 
examples, which are not direct. For the “medium” you will need to fi nd a si-
lent place and to concentrate better, some of the puzzles are already as hard as 
a walnut. For the “hard” section you must be... hard! Some positions are very 
tough, here you should defi nitely pay more attention to the “smiley” helpers 
which could lead you to the right path.
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Here are your four biggest helpers

– if you see this face, then there are two ways to victory.

– try to fi nd a silent move, which is usually based on 
a tactical idea

– Your intuition is requested now. When it is impossible 
to calculate the lines until the end, you should try to 
feel that things must work out well for you.

– it is really the time to have a deep thought. It might be, 
that the most obvious move is not the right one or the 
“main” move of the line is not the fi rst one.

In case You see a puzzle without a “smiley”, you need to fi nd the right moves 
on your own. 

Each chapter has its own solution part, in some of the puzzles you will fi nd 
word explanations as well.
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(1) 
 ▷ L. Babujian (2474)
 ▶ S. Ter Sahakyan (2569)
Armenian Championship
22.01.2012

1... –+ 

(3) 
 ▷ J. Alvarez Marquez (2398)
 ▶ V. Bologan (2680)
Gibraltar
24.01.2012

1. +/- 

(2) 
 ▷ A. Motylev (2677)
 ▶ D. Vocaturo (2545)
Wijk aan Zee
22.01.2012

1. +- 

(4)
 ▷ V. Erdos (2634)
 ▶ T. Coleman (2536)
Gibraltar
24.01.2012

1. +- 
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(5)
 ▷ R. Felgaer (2571)
 ▶ A. Oberhofer (2299)
Gibraltar
24.01.2012

1. +- 

(7)
 ▷ M. Parligras (2650)
 ▶ F. El Debs (2497)
Gibraltar
25.01.2012

1. +- 

(6)
 ▷ E. Lund (2414)
 ▶ S. Movsesian (2700)
Gibraltar
24.01.2012

1... –+ 

(8)
 ▷ J. Gallagher (2505)
 ▶ C. Allor (2145)
Gibraltar
27.01.2012

1. +- 
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(9) 
 ▷ M. Adams (2724)
 ▶ D. Howell (2603)

Gibraltar
30.01.2012

1. +- 

(11)
 ▷ A. Shirov (2710)
 ▶ T. Baron (2498)

Gibraltar
30.01.2012

1. +- 

(10)
 ▷ G. Sargissian (2683)
 ▶ R. Valhondo Morales (2046)

Gibraltar
30.01.2012

1. +- 

(12)
 ▷ F. Bindrich (2548)
 ▶ W. Uhlmann (2379)

German league
04.02.2012

1. +- 
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(13)
 ▷ P. Hoff mann (2317)
 ▶ L. Vogt (2410)

German league
04.02.2012

1. +- 

(15)
 ▷ Le Quang Liem (2714)
 ▶ B. Savchenko (2609)

Aerofl ot Open
07.02.2012

1. +- 

(14)
 ▷ V. Klyuner (2428)
 ▶ P. Nikolic (2636)

German league
05.02.2012

1. +- 

(16)
 ▷ M. Rodshtein (2634)
 ▶ Lu Shanglei (2516)

Aerofl ot Open
07.02.2012

1. +/- 
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(17)
 ▷ D. Khismatullin (2664)
 ▶ Zhou Jianchao (2619)

Aerofl ot Open
08.02.2012

1. +- 

(19)
 ▷ P. Ponkratov (2611)
 ▶ K. Grigoryan (2482)

Aerofl ot Open
09.02.2012

1... -/+ 

(18)
 ▷ F. Caruana (2736)
 ▶ E. Iturrizaga (2649)

Aerofl ot Open
09.02.2012

1. +/- 

(20)
 ▷ S. Grigoriants (2570)
 ▶ Shen Yang (2447)

Aerofl ot Open
10.02.2012

1. +/- 
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(21)
 ▷ F. Caruana (2736)
 ▶ I. Khairullin (2638)

Aerofl ot Open
11.02.2012

1. +- 

(23)
 ▷ A. Jankovic (2568)
 ▶ I. Bukavshin (2517)

Aerofl ot Open
14.02.2012

1... = 

(22)
 ▷ D. Dubov (2498)
 ▶ G. Guseinov (2634)

Aerofl ot Open
11.02.2012

1. +- 

(24)
 ▷ G. Pap (2533)
 ▶ S. Sjugirov (2622)

Aerofl ot Open
14.02.2012

1... –+ 
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(25)
 ▷ V. Akopian (2685)
 ▶ G. Gajewski (2616)

Aerofl ot Open
15.02.2012

1. +- 

(27)
 ▷ S. Zhigalko (2658)
 ▶ Y. Zherebukh (2593)

Aerofl ot Open
15.02.2012

1... –+ 

(26)
 ▷ S. Sjugirov (2622)
 ▶ K. Sasikiran (2700)

Aerofl ot Open
15.02.2012

1... =/+ 

(28)
 ▷ W. Moranda (2568)
 ▶ G. Gajewski (2616)

Polish Championship
23.02.2012

1. +/- 
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(29)
 ▷ A. Rustemov (2537)
 ▶ M. Feygin (2521)

German league
25.02.2012

1. +/- 

(31)
 ▷ D. Abel (2427)
 ▶ A. Gasthofer (2456)

German league
26.02.2012

1. +- 

(30)
 ▷ A. Volokitin (2686)
 ▶ H. Steingrimsson (2562)

German league
25.02.2012

1. +- 

(32)
 ▷ S. Bogner (2534)
 ▶ K. Bischoff  (2547)

German league
26.02.2012

1. +- 
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(33)
 ▷ E. Sutovsky (2696)
 ▶ A. Finkel (2499)

Israelian league
03.02.2012

1.+- 

(35)
 ▷ T. Likavsky (2486)
 ▶ V. Jobava (2704)

Austrian league
04.03.2012

1... -/+ 

(34)
 ▷ Barbosa,Ev (2399)
 ▶ Z. Andriasian (2616)

Cappelle la Grande Cappelle la 
Grande FRA
03.03.2012
1...–+

(36)
 ▷ E. Rozentalis (2592)
 ▶ A. Fauland (2452)

Austrian league
04.03.2012

1. +- 
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