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Fore word

Prep a ra tion: the key to victory

Chess is some times de scribed as a model of life.
Garry Kasparov even de voted a weighty tome to
that topic. In this book, how ever, the au thor will
try to avoid such a temp ta tion. The sub ject will
be ex clu sively the prep a ra tion for a game of
chess or, at most, the prep a ra tion for a life in
chess.

A game of chess is a strug gle be tween two in di -
vid u als. Un der stand ing the strengths and weak -
nesses of your op po nent, and hav ing a so ber
aware ness of your own short com ings, will pay
div i dends at any level, for be gin ners up to World 
Cham pi ons. Even if you and the per son sit ting
op po site you have only re cently grasped the
rules of the game, know ing a sim ple mech a nism – bring ing the queen out to h5
and the bishop to c4 with mate on f7 to fol low – can bring fan tas tic re sults when
you’re just start ing out. Of course, sooner or later your op po nent, puz zled by such
a turn of events, will ei ther by him self or with the help of a chess man ual dem on -
strate the in ad e quacy of such cav a lier at tacks. And the weapon that had brought
light ning vic to ries will back fire against its owner. How ever, hav ing tasted such suc -
cess you’ll have caught the prep a ra tion bug, and you won’t be able to stop your self
look ing for more so phis ti cated means of sur pris ing your op po nent. That con stant
bat tle be tween the sword and the shield, which never re lents even for a day, is the
es sence of the art of mod ern chess prep a ra tion.

Over the last hun dred years and more chess has trav elled a long way from coffee -
house games played for small stakes to be come a com plex, multi-fac eted ac tiv ity
based on an un usual mix ture of art, sport and sci ence. As chess has de vel oped the
sport ing com po nent has squeezed out art to an ever-greater de gree, while the re -
cent ap pear ance and rapid im prove ment of com puter pro grams has given chess a
new and un ex pected boost.

With the emer gence of the first of fi cial World Cham pion in 1886 the bat tle for that 
cov eted ti tle be came the goal and mean ing of life for many, add ing spice and drama 
to the de vel op ment of chess. World Cham pi on ship matches were of ten turn ing
points in the won der ful game’s de vel op ment.
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The first part of this book re flects the com plex jour ney chess play ers have un der -
taken from the game’s am a teur roots to its cur rent pro fes sional sta tus. There’s a the -
ory that claims the chess World Cham pi ons could n’t have been more rep re sen ta tive 
of the ep ochs in which they lived, but it’s just a beau ti ful hy poth e sis. Steinitz,
Lasker and Capablanca don’t pro vide the most con vinc ing of ev i dence for it. Back
then chess was only tak ing its first steps on the road to ‘state hood’. The laws of this
spe cific realm of hu man ac tiv ity were just be gin ning to be es tab lished and had lit tle 
in com mon with the pro cesses tak ing place in par al lel in real life. The more pro fes -
sional chess be came the more it started to de pend on the re al i ties of the sur round -
ing so cial en vi ron ment.

The con tri bu tion in di vid ual chess play ers have made to es tab lish ing and de vel op -
ing the art of prep a ra tion is far from pro por tional to their sport ing achieve ments;
there are dif fer ent heroes and prize-win ners. In the con ven tional rank ing of his tor -
i cal chess play ers Jose Raul Capablanca is above Max Euwe, while the po si ti o n of Al -
ex an der Alekhine is in com pa ra ble to that of Akiba Rubinstein. In this book, how -
ever, the name of Euwe is men tioned much more of ten than that of the Cu ban ge -
nius, and Rubinstein’s ope ning dis cov er ies are placed on a par with the cre ative
achieve ments of the Fourth World Cham pion.

An amaz ing har mony was at tained be tween chess cham pi ons and so ci ety in the So -
viet Un ion. It’s no ac ci dent that it was thanks to So viet chess play ers, headed by
Mikhail Botvinnik, that a break through was achieved in treat ing chess as a se ri ous
pro fes sion, while prep a ra tion be came sys tem atic. Botvinnik, Smyslov, Tal,
Petrosian, Spassky, Kar pov and Kasparov – all of them brought some thing new to
the art of prep a ra tion.

Par a dox i cal as it sounds, the con tri bu tion of the uni ver sally-re cog nised chess ge -
niuses is less sig nif i cant in this re gard. Rob ert Fischer was no ex cep tion, al though
his dom i nance over his con tem po rar ies was over whelm ing. The 1972 match
against Boris Spassky put a stamp on the Amer i can’s he ge mony, while at the same
time in au gu rat ing an era of to tal con fron ta tion in chess. Kar pov’s matches that fol -
lowed against Kortchnoi and Kasparov were even fiercer, de mand ing pre vi ously
un prec e dented men tal re sil ience from the play ers. Ope ning prep a ra tion also
reached a new level. In Kar pov’s matches against Kasparov it be came the norm for
play ers to adopt one and the same sys tem with both colours, while games would
of ten end be fore the home anal y sis had run out. It was no ac ci dent that the clash
be tween those two great play ers and arch-ri vals co in cided with the dawn of the
com puter era in chess.

A sep a rate chap ter has been de voted to mod ern chess prep a ra tion and the
ever-grow ing role of the com puter. This au thor still has a good rec ol lec tion of
meth ods of prep a ra tion that you’d be hard-pressed to de scribe as any thing other
than ar chaic now a days. It would be naive to un der es ti mate the in flu ence of com -

Mod ern Chess  Prep a ra  t ion
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puter pro grams on the game, but at times un con di tional re spect for the eval u a tions
of our Metal Friend (or MF, as it will fea ture in this book) is com bined with a note
of irony. Af ter all, for the mo ment it’s still hu mans who de cide the fate of a game of
chess.

Fi nally, the con clud ing part of this book is de voted to games where the fate of a
tour na ment, match or some times even a player’s whole sport ing ca reer was de -
cided. The se cret of suc cess in chess can be strange and some times elu sive. The
com po nents of the mys te ri ous for mula are well-known: tal ent, mem ory, will-
 power (char ac ter), ca pac ity for work and also good health. But the fi nal out come is
by no means de cided sim ply by a sum of the parts, and it seems im pos si ble to con -
struct a for mula based on the rank ings of past and pres ent chess play ers.

There’s also an other com po nent that’s by no means un im por tant – a love of chess.
That works as a pow er ful bat tery to fuel mem ory, hard work and, to a cer tain ex -
tent, will-power. But if love is ir ra tio nal and tal ent is granted from above, then all
the rest can and needs to be trained and de vel oped. This book was con ceived as a
guide to that ex tremely dif fi cult and sub tle pro cess.

Al though a mod ern chess player’s prep a ra tion con sists mainly of work ing on the
ope ning, this book is n’t solely about that. Firstly, chess fans aren’t only made up of
pro fes sion als who de vote all their time to chess. Sec ondly, and this is per haps the
main point, chess is n’t lim ited to the ope ning. So al though the em pha sis is placed
on the o ret i cal prep a ra tion, ab so lutely all the games in this book are given in full.
The over whelm ing ma jor ity of the ex am ples are taken from the games of top-class
play ers, so it’s very in ter est ing to fol low how the ad van tage gained in the ope ning
stages is ul ti mately con verted into a win. It’s no less in struc tive to ana lyse the games 
in which for what ever rea son that failed to hap pen.

This book is in tended for all those who’ve kept faith in their ca pac ity for self-im -
prove ment and who want to in crease their prac ti cal strength. Of course, the po ten -
tial of those who’ve linked their pro fes sional fu ture to chess in ev i ta bly dif fers from
that of those who spend time on their fa vour ite game only as a hobby. For the ben e -
fit of those ‘club play ers’ each chap ter is fol lowed by spe cial rec om men da tions and
ad vice. If the reader can gain some thing new and use ful for him/her then the au -
thor will con sider his task ac com plished.

Vladi mir Tukmakov
Odessa, June 2012

Foreword
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Chap ter 1 – The Evo lu tion of Prep a ra tion
‘Do you think I’m mor ally obliged to play 
the same de fence I played against Chi -
gorin?’ ‘You’re not obliged, but the pub -
lic ex pects you to de fend your prin ci ples.’
Such, or ap prox i mately such, was the
di a logue be tween Wil helm Steinitz and
Isidor Gunsberg in 1891.
Af ter wards Steinitz played the move
6...©f6, which had ended in a fi asco
for him in his game against Chigorin,
played over the very same days (!) by
tele graph.

Game 1[C52]
Isidor Gunsberg
Wilhelm Steinitz
New York Wch-m 1891 (12)

1. e2-e4 e7-e5
2. Àg1-f3 Àb8-c6
3. Ãf1-c4 Ãf8-c5
4. b2-b4 Ãc5xb4
5. c2-c3 Ãb4-a5
 6. 0-0

T_LdM_St
jJjJ_JjJ
._S_._._
l._.j._.
._B_I_._
_.i._N_.
I_.i.iIi
rNbQ_Rk.

T_LdM_St
jJjJ_JjJ
._S_._._
l._.j._.
._B_I_._
_.i._N_.
I_.i.iIi
rNbQ_Rk.

This is the point at which the fa mous
di a logue we be gan our dis cus sion of
the art of prep a ra tion with took place. 

6. ... ©d8-f6?!

The tra di tional lines of de fence are
6...d6 7.d4 Ãb6 or 6...Àf6.

7. d2-d4 Àg8-h6?!

7...Àge7 8.d5! (8.©a4 Ãb6 9.Ãg5
©d6 10.Àa3 exd4 11.Àb5 ©g6)
8...Àd8 9.©a4 Ãb6 10.Ãg5 ©d6
11.Àa3 c6 12.Õad1 ©b8 13.Ãxe7
®xe7 14.d6+ ®f8 15.©b4.

8. Ãc1-g5 ©f6-d6

8...©g6 9.d5 Àb8 10.Àa3!? f6
11.Ãxh6 ©xh6 12.d6.

9. d4-d5 Àc6-d8
10. ©d1-a4 Ãa5-b6
11. Àb1-a3 c7-c6

T_LsM_.t
jJ_J_JjJ
.lJd._.s
_._Ij.b.
Q_B_I_._
n.i._N_.
I_._.iIi
r._._Rk.

T_LsM_.t
jJ_J_JjJ
.lJd._.s
_._Ij.b.
Q_B_I_._
n.i._N_.
I_._.iIi
r._._Rk.

 11...0-0 12.Ãe2 f6 13.Àc4 ©e7
14.Ãxh6 gxh6 15.d6.

12. Ãc4-e2!

12.Õad1 ©g6 13.Ãxd8 Ãxd8 14.dxc6 
bxc6 15.Àxe5 ©f6 16.f4 Ãc7.

12. ... Ãb6-c7

12...©c7 13.Àc4 f6 14.Ãxh6 gxh6
15.Àfxe5! fxe5 16.Ãh5+ Àf7 17.©a3.

13. Àa3-c4 ©d6-f8
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T_LsMd.t
jJlJ_JjJ
._J_._.s
_._Ij.b.
Q_N_I_._
_.i._N_.
I_._BiIi
r._._Rk.

T_LsMd.t
jJlJ_JjJ
._J_._.s
_._Ij.b.
Q_N_I_._
_.i._N_.
I_._BiIi
r._._Rk.

14. d5-d6 Ãc7xd6
15. Àc4-b6 Õa8-b8
16. ©a4xa7

.tLsMd.t
qJ_J_JjJ
.nJl._.s
_._.j.b.
._._I_._
_.i._N_.
I_._BiIi
r._._Rk.

.tLsMd.t
qJ_J_JjJ
.nJl._.s
_._.j.b.
._._I_._
_.i._N_.
I_._BiIi
r._._Rk.

16. ... Àh6-g4

16...Àe6 17.Ãc1! Àg8 18.Ãa3 c5
19.Õad1.

17. Àf3-h4! Àd8-e6
18. Ãe2xg4 Àe6xg5
19. Àh4-f5 Àg5-e6
20. Õf1-d1 Ãd6-c7
21. Àb6-a8! Õb8xa8
22. ©a7xa8 ®e8-d8
23. Õd1xd7+ ®d8xd7
24. Õa1-d1+ 1-0

Now a days it’s not so much the game it -
self, but the cir cum stances sur round ing
it, which are li a ble to pro voke noth ing
but be wil dered ad mi ra tion. It should n’t 
be for got ten that we’re not talk ing
about a coffeehouse game for mean ing -
less stakes, but a match for the World

Cham pi on ship. Of course, back in those 
idyl lic times the strug gle for the world
chess crown was very far-re moved from 
the to tal bat tle on all fronts it be came in 
the sec ond half of the twen ti eth cen tury. 
But still... what’s so re mark able about
the con ver sa tion dur ing the game is not 
sim ply the fact that it took place at all –
to day some thing sim i lar is sim ply in -
con ceiv able – but the con tent, which is
amaz ingly suc cinct for such a short
con ver sa tion. 

Just imag ine that phantas magorical sit -
u a tion: the World Cham pion with
child-like di rect ness asks his op po nent
if he’s obliged to play a du bi ous move
that had al ready cost him one de feat.
And the chal lenger, who of course is
dream ing of noth ing other than seiz ing
the ti tle, re plies: yes, you know, there
are things that are more im por tant than
titles and prizes. And the Champion
dutifully complies with his opinion!
How ever, even if that re mark able con -
ver sa tion never ac tu ally took place, it
would cer tainly have been worth in -
vent ing it, as it gives the best pos si ble
char ac teri sa tion of the chess man ners

Mod ern Chess  Prep a ra  t ion
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The fol low ing ex am ple could eas ily be
de scribed as typ i cal of mod ern chess.

Game 60[E20]
Ruslan Ponomariov
Vugar Gashimov
As tra khan 2010 (11)

1. d2-d4 Àg8-f6
2. c2-c4 e7-e6
3. Àg1-f3 c7-c5
4. g2-g3 c5xd4
5. Àf3xd4 Ãf8-b4+
6. Àb1-c3 Àf6-e4
7. ©d1-d3 Àe4xc3

At the dawn of the de vel op ment of this
vari a tion in the 1970s Black al most ex -
clu sively played 7...©a5 here, but lately 
as well as the move in the game pop u -
lar ity has been achieved by the line
7...Ãxc3+ 8.bxc3 Àc5.

8. b2xc3 Ãb4-e7
9. Ãc1-f4!?

This move was most likely looked at
dur ing the pro cess of pre par ing di rectly 
for this game. The prob a bil ity that
Gashimov would choose pre cisely this
vari a tion was quite high. It had al ready
oc curred twice in Vugar’s games:
 A) 9.Ãg2  0-0  10.0-0 draw, P.H.
Nielsen- Gashimov, Ha vana 2007;
 B) 9.Àb5 Àc6 10.Àd6+ (10.Ãg2
 0-0 11.Ãf4 e5 12.Ãc1! b6  13.0-0 Ãb7
14.Õd1 oc curred in Aronian- Karjakin,
Tal Me mo rial Mos cow 2010) 10...Ãxd6 
11.©xd6 ©a5 12.Ãd2 ©e5 13.©d3
d5 14.Ãg2 dxc4 15.©xc4, l’Ami-
 Gashimov, Dresden Olym piad 2008. In
the last game Black ex pe ri enced some
prob lems, but Ponomariov de cided not
to test out his op po nent’s anal y sis.

9. ... d7-d6

A nat u ral but far from only move. Also
pos si ble were 9...Àc6; 9...a6 and even
the pro voc a tive 9...g5!?.

10. Àd4-b5 e6-e5

TsLdM_.t
jJ_.lJjJ
._.j._._
_N_.j._.
._I_.b._
_.iQ_.i.
I_._Ii.i
r._.kB_R

TsLdM_.t
jJ_.lJjJ
._.j._._
_N_.j._.
._I_.b._
_.iQ_.i.
I_._Ii.i
r._.kB_R

11. c4-c5!

And here are the main fruits of the home 
prep a ra tion. In the only game be fore this 
where 9.Ãf4 was played, there fol lowed
11.Ãe3 a6 (11...Àc6; 11...Ãe6)
12.Àa7! Ãd7 13.Ãg2 Àc6 14.Àxc6
Ãxc6 and Black did n’t have any par tic u -
lar prob lems: Mastrovasilis- Fedorchuk,
Cappelle la Grande 2010. How ever,
Ruslan’s task was n’t par tic u larly com plex 
– Rybka im me di ately gives this spec tac -
u lar move as its first line and con tin ues
to con sider it the best, leav ing
Mastrovasilis’ choice as the sec ond line.

11. ... e5xf4
12. c5xd6  0-0

12...Ãf6? 13.Àc7+.

13. d6xe7 ©d8xe7
14. Ãf1-g2

It’s per fectly pos si ble that 11.c5! came as 
no great sur prise to Black. Gashimov had 
prob a bly ana lysed sim i lar po si tions, and
the com puter’s first line should n’t, in
prin ci ple, have es caped his at ten tion.
Ponomariov would have had to take that
into ac count dur ing his prep a ra tion. As

Chap ter  2 – The Com puter Era
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well as the nat u ral move in the game the
more en er getic 14.©d6!? was also in ter -
est ing, af ter which the best re ply is
prob a bly 14...Àc6! (af ter both
14...©xd6 15.Àxd6 fxg3 16.hxg3 Õd8
 17.0-0-0 and 14...©e4 15.Õg1 White
main tains an ini tia tive) 15.©xe7 Àxe7
16.gxf4 Àd5, win ning back the pawn.

14. ... Õf8-d8
15. Àb5-d4 ©e7-c7

15...fxg3 16.hxg3 h6 is also per fectly
pos si ble. The open h-file does n’t bring
White any par tic u lar div i dends.

 16. 0-0 f4xg3
17. h2xg3 Àb8-c6
18. Õa1-b1

T_Lt._M_
jJd._JjJ
._S_._._
_._._._.
._.n._._
_.iQ_.i.
I_._IiB_
_R_._Rk.

T_Lt._M_
jJd._JjJ
._S_._._
_._._._.
._.n._._
_.iQ_.i.
I_._IiB_
_R_._Rk.

The home prep a ra tion has n’t brought
White any great ben e fits – Black’s po si -
tion is per fectly de fend able – but his
op po nent had used up no small amount 
of ef fort and emo tions, and that fac tor
could turn out to be de ci sive later on.
For that, how ever, it’s es sen tial to
 maintain the ten sion, which is what
Ponomariov skil fully does.

18. ... Ãc8-d7
19. Õf1-d1 Àc6-a5

In or der to fully equa lise Black only
needs to play ...Õac8, but it’s White to
move!

20. Ãg2-e4! g7-g6
21. ©d3-f3 Ãd7-c6

21...Õab8 22.Ãd5.

22. Àd4xc6 Õd8xd1+
23. Õb1xd1 Àa5xc6
24. Ãe4-d5 Õa8-e8
25. c3-c4 ©c7-e7
26. ®g1-g2 h7-h5?!

Pre ma ture ac tiv ity. More cir cum spect
was 26...Àe5 27.©c3 b6.

27. Õd1-d3! ®g8-g7

Forced! Worse is 27...Àe5 28.©e4
®h7 29.Õe3 ©d7 30.©f4.

28. ©f3-f4 Õe8-f8

There’s no plea sure in mak ing such
moves. For the mo ment White does n’t
have any di rect threats, but it’s also hard
to de fend. It looked more nat u ral to
play 28...Õc8 29.Õf3 f6 30.Õe3 ©c7
al though you also don’t want to weaken 
the sev enth rank.

29. Õd3-e3 ©e7-d7

._._.t._
jJ_D_Jm.
._S_._J_
_._B_._J
._I_.q._
_._.r.i.
I_._IiK_
_._._._.

._._.t._
jJ_D_Jm.
._S_._J_
_._B_._J
._I_.q._
_._.r.i.
I_._IiK_
_._._._.

30. a2-a3!

A won der ful pro phy lac tic move, par tic -
u larly un pleas ant for your op po nent to
meet in time trou ble. It’s now im pos si -
ble to ap proach the d5-bishop.

Mod ern Chess  Prep a ra  t ion
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Game 76[E74]
Vladi mir Tukmakov
Garry Kasparov
Frunze ch-URS 1981 (17)

1. d2-d4 Àg8-f6
2. c2-c4 g7-g6
3. Àb1-c3 Ãf8-g7
4. e2-e4 d7-d6
5. Ãf1-e2  0-0
6. Ãc1-g5

The ope ning vari a tion that oc curred in
the game was easy to pre dict: at the
time the King’s In dian was Kasparov’s
main weapon, and I of ten played the
Averbakh Sys tem.

6. ... c7-c5
7. d4-d5 b7-b5!?

An un am big u ous dis play of ag gres sion!
For the 18-year-old ju nior this was the
first chance to be come USSR Cham -
pion, and he was lit er ally shak ing with
ex cite ment. In con trast, I was calm and
sure of suc cess. I re mem ber that at some 
point I even started to pity my op po -
nent – in such a ner vous state I’d be
com pletely help less. As for the ob jec tive 
eval u a tion of the last move, it’s not bad
at all. You get a ver sion of the Benko
Gam bit that’s quite good for Black.

8. c4xb5 a7-a6
9. a2-a4! h7-h6

An im prove ment on 9...©a5 10.Ãd2
Àbd7 11.Õa3!±, Kasparov-Spassky,
Tilburg 1981. Af ter achiev ing a won
po si ti o n White even tu ally lost that
game.

10. Ãg5-d2

The in clu sion of 10.Ãf4 g5! in the vari -
a tion that oc curred in the game is more
in Black’s fa vour.

10. ... e7-e6
11. d5xe6 Ãc8xe6
12. Àg1-f3 a6xb5
13. Ãe2xb5

13.axb5? is weaker due to 13...Ãb3!
14.©c1 Õxa1 15.©xa1 Õe8.

13. ... Àb8-a6
 14. 0-0 Àa6-c7

On 14...Àb4, 15.Õe1 is also not bad.

15. Õf1-e1

If White pre served the bishop he’d lose
the ad van tage: 15.Ãe2 d5! 16.exd5
Àfxd5 17.Àxd5 Àxd5 with suf fi cient
com pen sa tion for the pawn.

15. ... Àc7xb5
16. Àc3xb5

16.axb5 Õxa1 17.©xa1 d5 18.exd5
Àxd5 and Black has good chances of
equalising.

16. ... d6-d5
17. e4xd5 Àf6xd5
18. Àf3-e5!?

A good move! Less clear is 18.©c2
Àb4! 19.Ãxb4 cxb4 when the strong
bishop pair guar an tees Black ex cel lent
counter play.

18. ... Õf8-e8

T_.dT_M_
_._._Jl.
._._L_Jj
_NjSn._.
I_._._._
_._._._.
.i.b.iIi
r._Qr.k.

T_.dT_M_
_._._Jl.
._._L_Jj
_NjSn._.
I_._._._
_._._._.
.i.b.iIi
r._Qr.k.
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